In Memoriam
It is with great sadness that we recognize the passing of OSSTF District 10 member Ryan Swayze of John
McGregor Secondary School. Ryan is survived by his wife, Jodi, and his children, Maddux and Dryden. He
will be dearly missed.
Retirement Dinner
We hope you can join us at the District 10 Retirement Dinner Tuesday, June 11, 2019 at The Clubhouse at
Baldoon in Wallaceburg. There are currently 17 retirements submitted.
Staffing for 2019-2020
At the time of publication, the Board has announced there will be 41 redundant teachers recalled into
positions for the next school year, leaving 18 redundant teachers still to be placed for September 2019.
Contractually, a supernumerary pool of six teachers will be replenished until October 31, 2019.
OSSTF Certification and QECO
At AMPA 2019, a motion was passed directing “that OSSTF take all necessary steps to transfer OSSTF
Certification to Qualifications Evaluation Council of Ontario (QECO), subject to final PE approval.” Without a
final decision yet made, steps are underway to develop a transfer process which would happen in stages.
Until further notice, members applying for OSSTF Certification Rating Statement or re-evaluation should
continue to do so using the OSSTF website.
District Executive
Congratulations to Greg Sheeler on his upcoming retirement. Pending approval at District Council, Dave
Parkes will continue in his role as the Interim Federation Officer. Eric Soepboer was elected at the Occasional
Teachers Annual General Meeting and will be joining the District Executive in September. Additionally, there
will be vacancies on the District Executive to be filled at the first District Council meeting of the next school
year. Details will be sent to Branches in September.
Branch Executives
This is typically the time of year schools select their Branch Executive for the next school year. If you are
interested in becoming involved with OSSTF in any capacity, please see your Branch President. I encourage
all members to get involved in any of the wide range of OSSTF opportunities.
Summer Communication
With ongoing negotiations and the uncertainty of the Ford government’s actions (and retractions), there will
likely be a need to contact OSSTF members through the summer months. Please ensure that you have provided
a current, non-board email address to your Branch President, our local office, and the provincial office.
Finally, I would like to acknowledge the District 10 membership for your professionalism and dedication to
publicly-funded education in Ontario; enduring qualities despite the turmoil you’ve faced at the hands of our
current government. And last but not least a well-deserved thank you to, Carolyn Caldwell, our Executive
Assistant, for keeping us organized and maintaining our professionalism at all times.
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